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I asked, " would you not have tried to be sure
of your ground with the lady herself ? Would you
not have courted her and won her good will before
taking all these persons into your trust ?"

" No," answered  the  elder,  " I   should  think

*

that wrong. In our society we are strict. I
should have seen the girl, in the theatre, in the
tabernacle, in the social hall; I should have talked
with her, danced with her, walked about with her,
and in these ways ascertained her merits and
guessed her inclinations; but I should not have
made love to her, in your sense of the word, got
up an understanding with her, and entered into a
private and personal engagement of the affections.
These affairs are not of earth, but of heaven, and with
us they must follow the order of God's kingdom and
church/'

This elder's two wives live in separate houses,
and seldom see each other. While we have been
at Salt Lake, a child of the second wife has fallen
sick; there has been much trouble in the house ;
and we have heard the first wife, at whose cottage
we were dining, say she would go and pay the
second wife a visit. The elder would not hear of
such a thing ; and he was certainly right, as the
sickness was supposed to be diphtheria, and she